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Ground water has emerged as the primary water source and poverty reduction
tool in India's rural areas. O account ol its near universal availability. dependabulity
and low capital cost, it is the most preferred source of water to meet the requirements
of various user sectors in India, Ground water has made significant contributions to
the growth of India's Economy and has been an important catalyst for its socio
economic development. Its importance as a precious natural resource in the indian
coniext can be gauged from the fact that more than 85 percent of India's rural domestic
water requirements, 5¢ percent of its urban water requirements and more than 50
percent of its irrigation requircments are being met from ground water resources. The
increasing dependence on ground water as a reliable source of water has resulted in its
large-scale and often indiscriminate development in various parts of the country,

without due regard to the recharging capacities of aquifers and other environmental

factors.

The unplanned and non-scientific development of ground water resources,
mostly driven by individual initiatives has led fo an increasing stress on the available
resources. The adversg impacts can be observed in the form of long-term decline of
%"ﬂ:‘-md water levels, de-saturation:of aquifer zones, increased energy consumption for
hﬁmg m ﬁaf" Progressively doeper levels and quality deterioration due to saline
water intrusion in cosstal areas in different parts of the country. On the other hand,
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