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Candidates should attempt all questions.

Answer must be written in Odia.
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Beginning with Prof. de Nicolas's words, a

warrior must be prepared not only to fight but risk
his life. “For a warrior everything is mortally

dangerous . Atrap hides behind every door, every
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bush, every branch ; butin order to be trapped, a
warrior must be willing". In the present times,
probably a person wishing to join military will be
asked to sign a statement acknowledging the risk.

Is it right on thé part of Dronacharya to
assume or simply honour the words of Ekalavya
knowing the enormous risks for himself, his family
and everyone around him, even when he is

convinced of the capabilities of the former.

| Dronacharya refused to teach archery to

Karna on similar grounds.

Asking for thumb as gurudakshina from
Ekalavya is harsh. Some argue that the intention
behind this request was to ensure that Arjuné
retained his superiority in Arbhery. This may be
one of the reasons but examination of further
evidence indicates that for Dronacharya, the

interest of the society is far more important than
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those of an individual even when that person is his
own son.

Dronacharya gave ‘Brahmastra’ regarded as
the most powerful ‘annihilate everything’ weapon
to Arjuna, a Kshatriya, preferring over his own son
Aswathama, a Brahmin because he found Arjuna
to be more qualified in qualitiés like judgement
over proper use of the weapon, temperament etc.
Dronacharya taught his son only the ‘Launch’ but
not the ‘reversal’. But for an ‘all destroy’ weapon,

unless one knows reversal to save his own side,

it is useless.

Thereby he clearly establiéhed that his
interests over 'humanity over-weigth his own
personal or self-interests. His conviction about
Arjuna’s qualities abundantly came true before the
beginning of the war when Arjuna refused to fight

giving the reason of loss of life.

Those who wish to question the judgements
or actions of Dronacharya should be able to

convince the world that they are equal or better in
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knowledge about weapons or the destruction they
can cause, his intellect reflected in his conviction
about Arjuna and its proper use for saving the
humanity and the last but not the least, his ability

to place society's interests before his own
interests.
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