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SAS PART I-PAPER 1
(English/Kannada Precis Writing & drafting)
(Books, Guides, Notes cte., are not allowed)

Date: 16" October, 2012 (Maximum Marks:100) ' Time: 9.30 am to 12.30 pm

PART-‘A’
1. Write a précis of the following Passage in your words with a suitable title.
25

THE END OF MAN, SAID CARLYLE LONG AGO, IS ACTION AND not
thought, though it be of the noblest. Is it not logical, after all, that what man
knows or thinks to be right should find expression in what he actually does? If we
go on thinking and contemplating about the rights and wrongs of a particular
course of action and do nothing practical, we ‘might earn the reputation of being
ivory-tower philosophers and that would be all, Total absorption with the thought
processes and continual weighing in mind of the pros and cons of a concrete step
or manifestation would bring little gain; it would be very much like a vain search
for the truth in a vacuum. Such a search in characteristic of saints and sages; it
would ill-become the citizens of today who have to fulfil a host of duties and
responsibilities. In modern life, man lives by actions, not by ideas, though
thoughtless actions often prove dangerous and even disastrous. In the ultimate
analysis, mere contemplation signifies indolence, while activity indicates life and
speed, both of which ensure gains. In the divine account-books, Mahatma Gandhj
warned us, only our actions are noted, not what we have read or what we have
spoken or thought of. Man’s actions are the best interpreters of his thoughts;
nothing else can be a sure index.

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, eminent thinker and also, by common consent, a
man of action, knew very well the near-fatal weakness of the Indian people. “Our
chief defect”, he said, “is that we are more given to talking about things than to
doing them.” Even though we are quite familiar with the theory of karma, we are
prone to believe that our destiny is already ordained, and written in our “kismet”.
There are countless people in this country who just lie low, waiting for something
to happen and also waiting for someone to give them food and succour, They
believe that since they are also God’s creatures, the Almighty Himself would
provide them the various means of subsistence. But they get a rude shock when
they starve day after day and find that they have a fend for themselves, to do
whatever they can and leave the rest to God. There are also those who are so
indolent as to leave even the thinking to other people. Such people indulge in
even greater self-deception.
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The author of the dictum “Life is action, not contemplation” was no less a
person than Goethe himself. He was known to be a great dreamer and thinker, but
he also realiscd that it is action alone that can lead to a nation’s salvation.
Apparently, he was thinking of contemplation in the narrow sense and action in
the broad sense. He was reproaching the dreamers and idlers who do nothing and

~ are a burden to society. In India we have the theory of action called the Karma
Yoga. This theory, however, does not exclude fruitful contemplation. It
disapproves of only such contemplation as leads nowhere and merely promotes
lethargy and inaction. Plato, the famous Greek Philosopher, provided an excellent
example of a thinker who indulged constantly in the game of ideas and ideologies;
he put across certain beliefs and theories and he was convinced that ideas move
and transform the world. While great philosophers, after prolonged periods of
meditation and contemplation, impart ideas to mankind, those who put such ideas
into action are equally great men. It is also well to remember that some ideas may
appear fanciful and impracticable initially, but in course of time they lead to
marvellous inventions which relieve human misery and distress on a wide scale.
There is the classic example of Newton who gazed at the stars and the sky so often
and so persistently that people thought he was crazy and a drudge. But it was his
endless contemplation that gave to the world the theory of gravity and other
invaluable discoveries that changed the outlook of mankind and made it more

scientific minded.

Whenever anyone deplores the habit of endless thinking, without translating
most such thoughts into action, one is reminded of the classic example of Hamlet
who was constantly contemplating action but was so engrossed in his thoughts that
he lost several opportunities of taking concrete action by way of revenge on the
wrong doer and then he regretted his lethargy. When he did act, it was too late and
he actually lost his life. All this made Shakespeare’s Hamlet a great and highly
effective tragedy of an aggrieved hero who thought much but did little.

We have also to examine another aspect of this question-good acts and bad
acts, which are preceded in turn by good thoughts and evil thoughts. If human
thoughts are evil in nature and designed to harm or destroy others, the consequent
actions will also be wholly undesirable and uncalled for. Melancholy thoughts and.
general pessimism do not lead to beneficial actions. It was the generally
pessimistic and gloomy outlook that promoted such sad thoughts in Hamlet’s
mind: “The earth seems to me a sterile promontory...... this majestic roof fretted
with golden fire, why, it appears no other thing to me than a foul and pestilent
congregation of vapours”. In a fit of despair, Hamlet even described Man as “the
quintessence of dust”. A jaundiced eye, it is said, can never become men of \
action. Gloomy thoughts shut out all views of joy and happiness in human life and '
also of all virtues of man. So at times they prompt men and women to kick the
bucket to get rid of everything in the totally erroneous belief that they can find
happiness in-the next world. If they had acted, they would have found relief, not
only in creation but also in relieving boredom and promoting happiness around

them. -
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As to the question who deserves the greater credit for the progress of the
world-the thinkers or the men of action-it all depends upon what the thoughts and
actions were. But generally it would be fair to give the credit to both and in more
or less equal measures. All earnest thinkers deserve veneration, It is true that
thoughts and contemplation show the way and open up vast possibilities for the
welfare of mankind, but unless there is concrete action there can be no additions to
practical knowledge or to human achievement. Both thinkers and actors have their
due roles to play; the point is that unless there are concrete actions, thinking
processes serve little purpose. So Goethe’s dictum is no more than a half-truth.

Success is also closely linked with action. Only those who dare and act can
hope to make a mark in life; success seldom comes to those who are timid and
ever afraid of the consequences of acting speedily, and therefore, continue to
remain in a state of hibernation. Action does mean risk, but then it adds to the zest
and delight of life. Mental flabbiness and virtual paralysis indicate lack of
success. We must also deplore the complacent attitude of those who, out of sheer
sloth, console themselves by quoting the dictum: “Whatever is worth knowing is
already known and whatever is worth doing has already been done”, which as
Pandit Nehru cautioned, is perilous nonsense.

In sum, action has to be there in all walks of life but it cannot be divorced
from thought; it should rather flow from it as if in a logical sequence. The urge to
action and the desire to experience life through action influences the thoughts and
activity of all men who make a mark in life, Abstract thinking not followed by
concrete manifestation naturally proves barren. So the greatest satisfaction to man
comes through a happy and fruitful synthesis of thought and action.

2. Read the following p'assage and answer the questions that follows:
15

A certain number of ladies and gentlemen from the United States of America
came to India on a pleasure trip. Among the many cities that they visited,
Calcutta was the one that left an impression on their minds which lasted for a long
time. They arrived at Calcutta-the biggest city in the country-about the middle of
the month of October. At this time of the year almost all the Hindus in west
Bengal are busy with ‘Durga Puja’. The party of Americans saw that a great
many of the shops were closed. Almost all Government offices, schools and
colleges were also closed on account of Durga Puja holidays. On the last day of
these holidays the tourists were amazed to see an extraordinary large crowd of
men, women, and children, consisting of more than a hundred thousand
individuals, forming procession and following a big idol which appeared to be
made of silver and bedecked in jewels which must have cost a very large sum of
money. This was the idol of the Goddess Durga. The Americans took a very keen
interest in the procession which impressed them deeply . They a expressed their
great and sincere admiration for the devotion and faith of the worshippers of the
Goddess Durga.  But they could not understand why such a beautiful idol, which
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had cost the Bengalis so much money, and which they held in high esteem, should
“have been thrown into the river Hooghly.

A) A certain number of ladies and gentlemen from the United States of America
came to India ...

(a) On a hunting expedition. (b) on a pleasure trip.
(c)On a study tour. ' - (d)to enjoy sight-seeing
(e) The Passage does not tell us. : | .
B) Almost all Government offices, schools, and colleges were closed ................
(a) because it was very cold. '
(b) on account of Durga puja holidays
(c) because of General Elections in the country.
(d) because people had gone on strike.
(e) the passage does not tell us.
C). The American tourists were amazed to see................
(a) Such a big city as Calcutta. (b) so many large bu1ld1ngs
(c) the idol of the Goddess Durga.
(d) a very large procession following a big idol.
(e) the passage does not tell us.
D). The Americans expressed their great and sincere admiration for the ..........
(a) beautiful idol. (b) hospitality of Bengalis.
(¢) devotion and faith of worshippers of the Goddess Durga.
(d) faithfulness of Indian women.
(e) religious beliefs of the Indians.

E). Write the sentence from the passage which expresses the Americans surprise
at what they saw on the last day of the Durga Puja holidays.

3. Choose the right word given in the bracket: . 10

Shoes made of (canvas, canvass)are not durable

Can you (cite, site) an example in favour of your argument?
The prisoner was set at (freedom, liberty)

Who is the (honorary, honourable) secretary of your club?

He put her (Metal, mettle) to the test.

Can you quote any (precedent, president) in your favour?

This is a (knotty, naughty) problem

The calm often (precedes, proceeds) the storm

. Asoka’s (rain, rein, reign) was full of peace

10 In the olden days people believed that the earth was (stationary,

stationery)

© P NOL AW
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4. Controller of BESCOM, Chitradurga zone during his routine inspection has
obscrved that the safe custody and periodical examination of duplicate cash chest
keys, have not been done as per Accounts Manual instructions. Drafl a circular
instructions to all concerned within his jurisdiction for needful action. 5

5. DCA Transmission (W & M) circle, Davanagere, during his inspection of
Divisions has observed that assets are not categorised timely as per rules and
guidelines. Draft a letter to jurisdiction Divisions, for needful action. 5

6. Assistant Executive Engineer (ele.,) Pcenya Sub Division has observed that
R.R dockets details are not entered in the prescribed registers and not handed over
in time to Revenue section. In turn Revenue Section is also not taking timely
action in opening ledger accounts. Draft instructions letter to all concerned in the

matter : )

7. Draft a Notification to be issued by SEE Transmlssxon ( W & M) circle,
Davanagere, 1nv1t1ng short term E-tenders for providing shift and minor
maintenance works in the 55 numbers of 66/11KV substations in his circle
Jjurisdiction from qualified contractors for a period of one year from 1-11-2012 to
31-10-2013. 10

8. Draft a circular from FA (A & R) KPTCL Bangalore to disburse salary and all
other allowances to all officers/employees of KPTCL/ESCOMs strictly through

Bank Accounts. 5

9. Draft a circular from the Direc_tor (A & HR) with necessary instructions in the
matter to all the officers/employees to declare information of their
movable/immovable assets and liabilities for the calendar year 2012 within

stipulated time as per KEB employees service (conduct) rules 1988 section 23.
5

10. Draft a DO letter from Director (Technical), KPTCL to all the Chief Engineers
(Ele), Transmission Zones to personally follow up the work of commissioning of
stations and to ensure that the targeted commissioning of 300 stations of various
voltage classes during 2012-13 is achieved. In this endeavour they should
programme for commissioning stations every alternative day and to send
compliance report by DO to Director (Tech) by every week end. 5

11. Issue a recall notice to duty to sri. Xyz, lineman of telephone section of TL &
SS Division Haveri, who is in the habit of remaining absent frequently and now
absent from duty from 02.02.2012, without information. 5
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12. A Junior Assistant of Transmission (W & M) circle, Tumkur, in charge of
despatch scction has not maintained stamp register properly and daily balances
have not been put up. Further during inspection, shortage of stamp has been

found. Issue a show cause notice in the matter. 5
LA
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