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5. 
Socrates was one of the celebrated Greek thinkers who became very 

influential in the development of Greek philosophy in particular and Western 

philosophy in general. 

Socrates tried to bring radical changes in the society. But his attempts 

in the social field were not accepted and appreciated by the authorities. But 

convinced of his principles Socrates continued his efforts. The authorities 

considered him as a threat to their existence and as a result he was arrested 

and sent to prison. Later, he was given capital punishment because he was 

frank and outspoken. When he received the news of the death penalty he was 

not at all shaken. 

It confused all the officials and even Socrates' own disciples because they 

had never seen a person accepting the news of his death penalty with a smiling 

face. When asked why so, he replied, "I have been preparing for death all my 

n 

h life. I have never done anything wrong to any man. That is why I am able to 

accept even death with a smiling face." 

In his use of critical reasoning, by his unwavering commitment to truth 

and through the vivid example of his own life, Socrates set the standard for all 

subsequent Western philosophy. 
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