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Annie Besant was born on 1st October, 1857. Though she was
British socialist, she was a supporter of Indian self-rule. In 1890 she
joined the Theosophical Society as a member and later became its
president. She visited India where she helped in the establishment of
Central Hindu College, and Sind National Collegiate Board in Mumbai in
1902. In 1914 when the world was witnessing World War I, she started
All India Home Rule League along with Lokmanya Tilak. This body had
many branches in India, and was active the whole year round and
mobilized agitations and demonstrations demanding home rule in India.
This compelled the Company to declare that they are working towards
the Indian self-government. She also joined Indian National Congress
and once became president of the Congress for one year. Her active
participation in politics gave way to Indians to gain independence. She
died on 20th September, 1933 without seeing Independent India.
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